Potential ALITC Events
2010

June:

· 4/C I-Day Welcome Aboard Picnic (June/July)
Induction Day Welcome Aboard Picnic for Parents and families of plebes.  Location for the last few years has been on the corner of Worden Field across from Alumni Hall check in point.   I Day for the Class of 2014 will be held TBD. The Class 50 years senior (classmates and spouses or guests) are invited to attend the picnic, share stories of Your I Day, and offer support and fellowship to the families of the new midshipmen just arriving.  The Alumni Association will pay for a limited quantity of participants, but others are welcome to register online for the event. This event provides a wonderful opportunity for classmates to get to know family members of the incoming class.  A banner (provided by USNA AA and given as a gift to the Class) and separate table is set aside to present your group; and you are introduced by CEO.  The Class participation/sponsorship will be highlighted on the USNA AA website and in Trident.

2007 event:  Over 2500 family members of the Class of 2011 attended a Welcome Picnic on Worden Field on Induction Day (27 June) from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Parents were able to meet with the representatives of 12 Parent Clubs who traveled from Long Island to South Florida to meet them and provide information about their local parent clubs.   Nine corporate sponsors were on hand to provide information about their services for families to use over the next four years.  The Class of 1961, which is 50 years senior to 2011 and their bond through “Another Link in the Chain”, was represented in impressive numbers.   Over 40 members of the class attended the picnic along with their spouses.  Captain Jack Barfield, Jr., USN (Ret.), of the Class of ’61, was one of the 1200+ parents that escorted his son Henry to Alumni Hall as he begins his Plebe summer, 50 years after his father.  A touching moment for “Another Link in the Chain”!

· 4/C I-Day Oath of Office Ceremony (June/July)
Induction Day Oath of Office Ceremony:  6 pm on Induction Day at Tecumseh Court.  Inclement weather is Halsey Field House.  Classmates desiring to attend will be seated in either the Superintendent or Commandants’ VIP sections.  Following the ceremony, classmates and families meet with midshipmen who are unaccompanied by family members to congratulate them and support them; offer use of cell phones for them to call relatives – meeting them at the Mexican Monument on Stribling Walk.

July:

· 4/C Parade during Summer Training (July/August)
Parade during Summer Training:  Several weeks into Plebe training, an invitation has been offered by the Commandant for a member of the Class 50 years senior to be the official reviewing official of the parade.  A limited number of classmates will be asked to attend this parade and following reception (approximately 15 couples). Viewing is open to all with the general public.
August:

· 4/C Plebe Parent Weekend – 
Parade:  (TBD) A Welcome Parade will take place, on a Saturday, for Parents of 4C Midshipmen and limited numbers of the members of the 50 year senior class.  A limited number of couples will be invited to attend this event in VIP seating with the Superintendent.   Viewing is open to all with the general public.  
· Honor Coin Presentation
Honor Coin presentation affirming Honor and Commitment:  will occur on the Monday following Plebe Parent Weekend; at the end of Plebe Summer. The short ceremony marks a transition from a “learning” phase to “living” phase of honor concept.  The midshipmen are given an Honor Coin to be a physical reminder to values they are affirming.  

2011
May:

· 4/C Herndon Climb
Herndon Climb:   (Date TBD) A number of the senior 50 year class may be invited to view the climb with the Superintendent. A reserved section for classmates and spouses/guests will be provided. 

· 4/C Sea Trials
Sea Trials Challenge -   Plebes finalize their first year of training in day long Sea Trials.  Five phases of challenges are ongoing continuously throughout the day.   The schedule will be finalized shortly before May 2011. Sea Trials is not a “spectator” event.
July:

· 3/C YP Pass in Review (July/August)
YP Pass in Review:  (Summer) Many 3/C Midshipman participate in a YP Cruise.  At the end of each block of cruises, YPs pass in review, at the Robert Crown Sailing Center, in a ceremony that marks the midshipmen’s “right of passage” to become youngsters for having seen the Chapel Dome on Youngster Cruise.  Members of the Class may be invited to watch as YPs to make the final approach.  

2012

April:

· 3/C Ring Melting Ceremony
 Participation in RING program:  

In 2003, the USNA AA took over the coordination of the USNA Ring program to assist midshipmen from creation of an initial design (in 4C year) to production, and ordering.  The Alumni Association views the program as a wonderful opportunity to foster and grow an early relationship with Midshipmen, assisting them with at every point in the program. The Association works with partners and vendor to offer Midshipmen the greatest possible combination of price, service and benefits, while helping each class to understand the rich tradition they are becoming part of. 

Joining the ring program with “Another Link in the Chain” will ensure that the ring tradition continues its rich history for many years, and that the ring experience is a highlight for every Midshipman.  The midshipmen are encouraged to include the year group 50 years senior in their crest design.  The Classes of 2006 and 2007 have incorporated the year group numbers ’56 and ’57 in the sails of their crest design.  

An addition to the program is the opportunity for the 50 year senior class to donate Academy rings to be added to the metal for the new class’s rings.  To date, the class of 1958 donated 10-12 rings at a ceremony in Memorial Hall to the Class of 2008, to be melted down and incorporated into the gold for the 2008 rings.  The Class of 1959 passed on 4 class rings and 3 miniatures.  The class of 1960 passed on 15 rings total. Of importance were the shared biographies of the owners of those rings.  

While the Bonds of Gold ceremony has only been a part of the “Another Link in the Chain” program at the Academy for three years, it has already become a highly anticipated event for midshipmen and Alumni alike. At this year’s Memorial Hall ceremony in April, members of the Class of 1959 passed on four class rings and three miniatures to members of the Class of 2009, to be melted down and included in the gold of their rings. “Gold from the rings of the great Naval Academy Class of 1959 will always be with you,” said George P. Watt Jr. ’73, president and CEO of the USNA Alumni Association & Foundation, addressing the midshipmen of the Class of 2009 at the ceremony.

Though the two classes are separated by 50 years, the “Another Link in the Chain” program and the Bonds of Gold ceremony connect the Class of 2009 with their legacy, the Class of 1959. After the Class of 2009 receives their rings, this bond will become a physical one, as each ring will hold a small portion of the gold from the Class of 1959 rings. Along with their rings, the Class of 2009 will also receive a small biography outlining the history of each of the donated rings, and when the 2009 rings are “baptized” in the water from the Seven Seas at Ring Dance, members of the Class of 1959 will be in attendance. “Fifty years from now, when you are asked to donate your rings to the Class of 2059, I hope you will do the same,” said Captain Martin Finerty ’59, USN (Ret.).
May:

· 3/C Youngster Luau
3/C Youngster Picnic “Luau”.  May (during graduation week).  At the end of 3/C year, the entire Class meets on Hospital Point for an informal picnic to celebrate being halfway through the Naval Academy Program.  The 50 year senior class is invited to join in the festivities.  

August:

· 2/C Commitment Dinner
Commitment Dinner – This dinner is held in Alumni Hall, typically on Monday evening, the night before the first day of Fall classes in August.  Members of the 2/C will make their commitment to the Naval Academy for the final two years.  During the dinner, midshipmen will stand and reaffirm their obligation to the naval service and the USNA Honor Concept.  Representatives and guests of the Class 50 years senior will sit amongst the midshipmen at their tables.  An inspirational keynote speaker is provided by the class.   

Background Information: 2007 web article for 2009 – 1959.  Over thirty five representatives from the Class of 1959 and their wives were present at the Commitment Dinner for the Class of 2009 held in Alumni Hall on Monday, 20 August 2007; a significant event in  the ‘Another Link in the Chain” program.  

At this milestone event, members of the Class of 2009 reaffirmed their commitment to the Naval Academy, naval service following graduation and to the Honor Concept and Treatise.  Opening remarks were given by Midshipman Andrew Poulin, ‘09, Class President. 

Midshipmen Griffin and Matus read the Honor Concept and Treatise; and presented a large parchment Honor Scroll which contained individual signatures of the Class of 2009, confirming their agreement to uphold the standards of the Honor Concept. Members of the Class of 2009 stood and reaffirmed their obligation to the naval service and the United States Naval Academy Honor Concept. The Oath of Office was led by the Commandant of Midshipmen, Captain Margaret Klein, ‘81. 

The keynote speaker was the Honorable Robert C. McFarlane, a member of the Class of 1959 and former National Security Advisor to President Ronald Reagan.  In his remarks, Mr. McFarlane stated:  “The commission you will receive two years hence starts with the words 'The President of the United States, reposing special trust and confidence in the integrity, character, prudence and ability of Ensign Jones…that is not a casual statement.  The reason that all presidents and all Americans have confidence in placing that trust is because they have known for 162 years what it has meant to be a graduate of the United States Naval Academy.  There is a standard without parallel in human history- established by giants like Halsey, Burke, Nimitz, Fluckey,  Krulak, Astronaut Sumi Williams and most recently Major Doug Zembiec – a standard by which each of you will be held accountable.   Commitments made and fulfilled- commitments to God, a commitment to defend our Constitution against all enemies foreign and domestic, commitments to your shipmates and fellow Marines, to your spouse,  and your community- all of these commitments, made and fulfilled, will be the measure of your character'.” 

The Honor Concept charges midshipmen to maintain the highest standards of personal integrity. The Concept is simple, yet it covers all facets of a midshipman's life; forming the link to the high standards demanded of naval officers in a life of service. It represents the minimum standard for midshipmen. Honor, personal integrity and loyalty to the service, its customs and its traditions, are fundamental characteristics essential to a successful naval officer.

2013

May:

· 2/C Ring Dance
Ring Dance:  Class officers of the 50 year senior class are typically invited to attend the 2/C Ring Dance by officers of the junior class.  

November:

· 1/C Service Community Assignment Night

Service Community Assignment Night:   A limited number of classmates will be invited to attend a dinner in King Hall in honor of service assignments provided earlier in the day.  

2014

January:
· 1/C Battalion Receptions
Battalion Receptions:   Late January – mid March:  There are three - six Battalion receptions for 1/C Midshipmen held at the Alumni House located at 247 King George Street in Annapolis which offer an opportunity for first class midshipmen (by battalion) to meet and greet classmates and spouses from the senior class and the USNA AA staff.  They are typically on a Monday, Tuesday or Thursday night from 6-8 pm.  These receptions welcome the 1/C to their Alumni Association and will acquaint midshipmen with their Alumni House, as well as pass on information about the Alumni Association and build the bond between the 50 year classes. This event allows for a more relaxed atmosphere to mix and mingle with the graduating class.  Dates:  TBD each year.  

February:

· 1/C Battalion Receptions
May:

· 1/ C Graduation Brief
· Graduation Brief – Wednesday, the week before graduation; there is an opportunity for the presenters to be introduced. CEO, USNA AA introduces members of the class who will represent year group.  Generally, this is an early evening event. 

· First Class Parent’s Picnic:   (Held the week of Graduation)

Opportunity for classmates fifty years senior to meet and greet parents and families of 1/C graduates.  The first class picnic is held on Forrest Sherman Field – Hospital Point at USNA.   Approximately 2000 midshipmen, parents, family and friends will attend.  The 50 year senior Class will have a special table set up with their banner.  Classmates are asked to introduce themselves and mingle with the midshipmen and their families; and will be highlighted in short address by CEO.  In case of rain, location is Halsey Field House.

· 1/C Color Parade
Color Parade:   (Thursday, the day before graduation).  A limited number of members, set by USNA, of the senior Class and their spouses or guests, as determined by the Class Another Link in the Chair Coordinator, will receive invitations.  The parade typically begins at 11:00 AM on Worden Field.  One company will be singled out as the best overall in performance from among 30 companies.  Assisting in the traditional transfer of colors from last year’s winner will be the Color Company Honoree.
· 1/C Graduation
Graduation/Commencement: (Navy- Marine Memorial Corps Stadium) The presenters and spouses will receive an invitation to sit in VIP seating on the grounds at Navy/Marine Corps Stadium. In the event of inclement weather and graduation is held in Alumni Hall, only the representatives presenting bars and their guests (spouses) will be able to attend due to the number of parents, etc. The presenters will personally present gold ENS/2nd LT bars, engraved with both years on the back, to each graduating Midshipman as he/she descends from the dias.  Invitations will include security and parking pass. 

August and December:
· 1/C Delayed Graduation
August and December (TBD) While the standard but scaled-down graduation will be held at Mahan Hall or Memorial Hall, the six to ten midshipmen at each ceremony will receive the gold Ensign/2nd Lieutenant bars from a Class representative.
	

	

	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	


